Saint-Simon                 39

wished to please her, and that he succeeded. At all
events he often had long interviews with her in private,
and these made people think and talk.

Maulevrier began to believe it time to reap after
having so well sown. He counted upon nothing less
than being made grandee of Spain, and would have
obtained this favour but for his indiscretion. News
of what was in store for him was noised abroad. The
Due de Grammont, then our ambassador at Madrid,
wrote word to the King of the rumours that were in
circulation of Maulevrier's audacious conduct towards
the Queen of Spain, and of the reward it was to meet
with. The King at once sent a very strong letter to
the King of Spain about Maulevrier, who, by the same
courier, was prohibited from accepting any favour that
might be offered him. He was ordered at the same
time to join Tesse at Gibraltar. He had already done
so at the instance of Tesse himself; so the courier went
from Madrid to Gibraltar to find him. His rage and
vexation upon seeing himself deprived of the recom-
pense he had considered certain were very great. But
they yielded in time to the hopes he formed of success,
and he determined to set off for Madrid and thence
to Versailles. His father-in-law tried to retain him
at the siege, but in vain. His representations and his
authority were alike useless. Maulevrier hoped to
gain over the King and Queen of Spain so completely,
that our King would be forced, as it were, to range
himself on their side; but the Due de Grammont at
once wrote word that Maulevrier had left the siege of
Gibraltar and returned to Madrid. This disobedience
was at once chastised. A courier was immediately de-